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|. WASHINGTON. — President 
. Johnson was urged last 'week to ■ 
end American financial support' 
'• - to the, American Friends of the 
Middle East through Central In- 
i' telligence Agency grants. 

I The appeal was made by Rab- 
r bi Philip S. Bernstein, chairman 
! of the American Israel Public. 
| Affairs • Committee. 

.V the APPEAL, addressed. also: 
(,- io Secretary of State Dean Rusk, ; 
I? pointed out that leaders of AFME 
have opposed economic and mili- 
® J -tary aid to Israel while support-', 
j ing such assistance to the Arab 
I" states. ’ '• ; 

I" Rabbi Bernstein said the ini-. 

■ }' tial protests five years ago were' 
r. believed to have resulted in term- 
l ination of such- aid. 

[■' “We were dismayed to learn ! 

■ that this was not the case, that 1 
” the CIA was, in "fact, continu- 
ing to subsidize the American 
i Friends of the Middle .East' 
S through the use of philanthropic- 
j. foundations," he wrote. 

!\ • The committee, the rabbi said, 1 ; - 
j . questioned the wisdom “of any 
- ! secro 1 . subsidies to American, or- 
' O „.iizations, engaged in public ac- : 
j. tion or propaganda on the Amer- 
I;.. ican scene.” - - ■ - 

, !r Ke said there is no better ex- ; 
!’■ ample “of the unwisdom of^this.: 
Jr practice than the -grants’ V to 
- ' r AFME.”;-' . ' , 

' THE COMMEITEE stated that- 
L AFJAE. “disseminated. anti : Is- 


iddle East. I 


. rael and anti-Zionist views prej- j 
- udicial to the State of Israel;” -| 
yhad' slandered a large segment '; ■ 
of the American people, and was; i 

■ a major supporter of the Organl-rf 
zatfon' of Arab Students "which \ 
abuses the hospitality of the Unit-ki 
ed States by prosecuting a propa.4i 
ganda campaign against Amcr- 5 

4can support for Israel.” ’ ’3 

T Rabbi Bernstein said the com->| 

. mitlee has always favored a ■;* 

• strong policy in the Near East ,; 

. “which offers friendship to both?]! 

. Israel' and the Arab states.” A' 

“We have never accepted the ■; 

‘either-or’ ultimatum of the Arab -j , 

states that we must choose be-,g.' 

tween them and Israel, and that ^ . 

we must diminish our support.' I V 

for Israel - to win their favor,” J 

he said. “We believe that our*,;. 

position is in accord with U.S.Y 

policy, but AFME criticizes thp .'. v 

support which American Jews ex- 

tend to Israel.” -iV 

.-I 

TilE NEAR EAST REPORT, i 

• edited by I. L. Kenen, asserted j 
that a study of Internal Revenue I 

■returns, AFME’s annual reports ' 
and other sources, reveals that j 
AFME received almost $1 million j 
between 1952 and 1957 from the 
. Dearborn Foundation in Chicago J 
and the San . Jacinto Fund in -. 
Houston, and that eight addition. '- ! 

■ ■al foundations gave AFME at, 

’ least one-half . million .dollars 

, from 1960 through J965i,-,;.Yrf-i. ij 
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